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U.S. Embassy in Moscow

PAB - 33

- Stand on | Radiation Defended

By Don Oberdorfer

~ Washington Post Staft Writer

~Secretary of State Henry
A. Kissinger yesterday de-
fended U.S. negotiations
with the Soviet Union about
microwave bombardment of
the U.S. embassy in Moscow,
','sa}‘ing the United States
took “verv strong action”

when radiation levels *‘lere
soared late last year..

In guarded remarks that
referred without eluboration
to “many complicated is-

sues” in the embassy radia- .

tion case, Kissinger ducked
comment on reports that
U.S. electronic surveillance
is an element in the prob-
lem. )

“Timidity or concern
(about) our overall relations
with the Soviet Union has
not been a factor in this. We
have had to balance various-
advantages and disadvan-
tazes for the United btatea.
and we have had to pay pri- -
mary attenition to the health
of our cmployees,” he told
a uews conference. He did
not say explicity what the
U.S. “advantages” are. )

Reports- that have  never
been officially confirmed in-
dicate that the Soviet Union
has: been beamingZ micro-
waves at the embassy for
more than 15 years in an ef-
fort to intercept U.S. com-
munications or to interfere -
with U.S. electronic eaves-
dropping devices located on
the embassy roof.

“The intensity of the
(Russian) signal did not
reach proportions that re-
quired concentrated action i
until the second half of last
year,” Kissinger said. He did
not spec:fy the “very strong i
action” that the United
States.took at that time, but
suggested that “counterac-
tion™ and “retaliation”-—pre- !
stupably against listening
devices atop the Soviet em-,
bassy ‘in Washington—had’
been considered.

A State Department decla-
ration last Wetdnesday that-
the Moscow eradiation had
been reduced was the first

‘touchy

timeter. The U.S.

..

_ism,

substantive comment on the
problem after .

Isrnell commando raid a
week ago-to rescue Jewish °

months of official snlence-' hostagesm Ugzanda.

.and extensive dxacusslons

‘with the Russians. -

}\lssmzer conceded yester‘
day that for a time last year
the radiation at the U.S. em-

-bassy in Moscow had. ex-

ceeded the permissible level
under Soviet safety stand-
ards. This level, unofficially
reported at 18 microwatts

per cubic centimeter, has .

now been reduced to less
than 1 microwatt per cubic
centimeter, according to the
State Department.

The maximum safety level
for microwave radiation un-
der Soviet regulations is 10.
microwatts per cubic cen-
safety
level is 10,000 microwatts
per cubic centimeter, 1,000
times higher. Soviet stand-
ards take into account a
wider rangze of possibly
harmful radiation effects
than do U.S. standards.

.The United States has
“demanded” that the Rus--
sians stop the' microwave
bombardment  entirely but
the Soviet Union has not
.done so, Kissinger said.

In other comments at his
news conference — his first]
m Washmgt,on since Aan

— Kissinger said: .

® The United States is
preparinz to ask for 'a

‘ neZotiations

United Nations ‘resolution
against international terror.!
with the support of
othér U.N. Security Council’
members if possible. He.
said, “\WVe have no second.
thoughts” about praising the "

- & ® Tha foreign policy state-

.. ments of ‘the apparent Dam- :
-‘oératic-- presxdentxal nomi-
nee; - Jimmy Carter, have °
been - “fairly consistent” in
Jhein-main outline with ex-
isting U.S. policy, although
there have been “some hints
. . .. 'with which .sve would
disagree.” _

* The “technical possibil- .
ity” exists for an. ltalian
government to be consti-
tuted without the participa-
tion of the Communist
Party there, and U.S. con-
cern about Communist par-
ticipation  remains un-
changed.

® Only two major issues—
the Soviet Back{ire bomber
and the 1J.S. cruise missile—
are.standing in the way of
“fairly rapid progress” to-
ward conclusion of another
Strategic Arms Limitation
talks agreement. No active
are taking
.place at_present.
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